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Dear Parents,
Summer is finally upon us and it looks like it might be a scorcher! And so it should be, after another
fantastic year for John Hellins.
Our children continue to demonstrate the values that have made John Hellins such a success and
continually strive to be the best they can be.
We can see this in the latest round of academic results. Our phonics results for KS1 have, once
again, been outstanding - with 100% of children achieving the expected standard. The combined
KS2 score was a simply fantastic 95% (trouncing the national average of 65%). In fact, all data
collected by the government was well above national average with excellent levels of progress and
development in early years, phonics, KS1 SATs and KS2 SATs. This, of course, is down to a
combination of effort and engagement by the children and also the commitment and dedication of
our teaching staff.
At John Hellins we take the academic development of children very seriously but we’re so much
more than that.
At the start of the year we made a commitment to further sports within the school and were
delighted to welcome Tom Judd to our staffing team as a sports coach. Tom’s influence has been felt
throughout the school and, with leadership from Mr Knighton and the enthusiastic support of the
other staff and helpers, we have seen increased participation and success across the board (or
should I say ‘field’). John Hellins has seen fantastic results in a number of local sports competitions,
winning everything in the local Cross Country event and becoming Northamptonshire’s Curling
champions! We also reached the County Cricket finals - which I remain convinced we would have
won if it had come down to a ‘Super Over’.
These successes, in combination with our enriched curriculum of Bake Offs, ukulele projects,
gardening clubs and amazing trips have all contributed to the John Hellins learning experience and
the amazing culture of the school.

In order to support all of these activities and more, we have doubled down on our investment in the
learning environment.
In October, we completed the second phase of our classroom expansion project - introducing “Lodge
2” (suggested names on a postcard please). Although the space has been in use throughout this
school year, we’re incredibly excited to formally launch our new class next year - bringing us up to
“one form entry”, which is to say a dedicated class per year group - no more mixing up the years.
This has been a stated goal for John Hellins for many years and we’re incredibly proud to have
made it a reality.
In addition to the expanded teaching space, we also installed our new Wellbeing cabin this year.
Together with our soon-to-be completed dedicated Art Studio, we are now able to offer a level of
support to children and their families that has been recognised as being truly outstanding. In fact,
our work in this area and the standards developed by Cathryn Akrill meant that John Hellins was
nominated for ‘Best Health and Wellbeing Provision’ regionally, as well as ‘School of the Year’
nationally in the Pearson Teaching Awards!
Of course, as with everything at John Hellins, it’s as a team that we succeed. Our thanks must go
not only to our incredible teaching and support staff, whose continued enthusiasm, energy and
professionalism personifies John Hellins, but also to our amazing children, without whose infectious
excitement John Hellins would be so much poorer. On a personal note and on behalf of the staff, I
would also like to thank you, the parents for your continued support and involvement with the
school. Together and as a team we have something special and we look forward to welcoming you
back in September for another fantastic year.
In the meantime, enjoy your Summer break and don’t forget your suncream!
Many thanks

Alan Davies
Chair of Governors
On behalf of the Governing Body

